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DETAILED ACTION 



1 . Examiner took notice of remarks and amendment made on 1 1/06/03. 
Claims 1-5 and 9-20 are pending. 

Claims 1-5 and 9 were amended. 
Claims 6-8 were canceled. 
Claims 10-20 were newly added. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

2. Claims 1 -5 and 9-20 are allowed. 

3. Claims 1 -5 and 9-20 are considered allowable since none of prior art teach or 
suggest claimed limitations having a separating machine for separating a thinned 
semiconductor substrate from a holding substrate after the thinned semiconductor 
substrate has been bonded to the holding substrate with a thermoplastic resin and a 
back surface treatment including the thinning of the semiconductor substrate has been 
carried out in order to obtain a substrate without any cracks and with a highly 
reproducible method. 

Conclusion 



4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 
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5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Thao P Le whose telephone number is 703-605-1 187. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-T (8:00-6:30). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Nelms can be reached on 703-308-4910. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-308- 
0956. 




Thao P. Le 
December 22, 2003. 



